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July 5, 2026, Noon

Subject: Speech for 2026 West Windsor Time Capsule Burial
Location: Next to the tall flagpole at the Schenck Farmstead (50 Southfield Road)
Note: Original burial date was set for July 4, 2026, at 1:30PM, but we moved it due to extreme heat.

Good afternoon, everyone. My name is Paul Ligeti, and I’'m President of the Historical Society of
West Windsor - an all-volunteer nonprofit, made up of your friends and neighbors, that has
preserved and promoted local history since 1983. We stand at the Schenck Farmstead, one of West
Windsor's oldest surviving historic sites, likely dating to the 1750s. As the home of the West Windsor
History Museum, the Farmstead is also a fitting place to preserve a message for the future.

Thank you all for joining us today for this dedication. Your presence reminds us that history is not
just a collection of old dates or dusty artifacts. It’s something we all help create, whether our
families have lived here for two weeks or 200 years.

Thank you to Mayor Hemant Marathe and the Township Council members for taking time out of your
schedules to be here. Thank you as well to everyone who contributed items to this project and to our
volunteers, who have spent weeks planning, promoting, and reviewing submissions.

Today, as we celebrate Independence Day and our nation’s 250th birthday, we also mark something
uniquely local. We dedicate a time capsule that will remain sealed until 2076, when the United
States will commemorate its 300th anniversary.

This capsule continues a local tradition that dates back more than a century. Previous generations
created time capsules at the Penns Neck Community Club in 1924, at Dutch Neck School around
1970, at Van Nest Park in 1988 during the 50th anniversary of the War of the Worlds broadcast, and
two more in 1997 during West Windsor’s 200" birthday. Today, we continue this tradition.

Last year, we started discussing a meaningful way to mark the USA’s 250" birthday while creating
something that would one day become history itself. So, from April through June of this year, we
invited current and former WWP residents, and West Windsor businesses and community groups, to
contribute durable, meaningful objects that reflect what life in West Windsor is like today.

I must emphasize: this capsule is not simply the Historical Society's interpretation of West Windsor.
Instead, because everyone was invited to contribute, it represents how the community chose to
represent our township. The items here reflect what residents and organizations believed future
generations should know about our community, and what they chose to share. The capsule contains
dozens of items representing our schools, nonprofits, businesses, recreation, civic life, and
traditions. Collectively, they reveal a township that values education, welcomes diversity, embraces
volunteerism, and believes in community involvement.
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Yet, some artifacts also document issues that have prompted heated debate - forinstance,
warehouses, elections, and infrastructure. Let me be clear: the Historical Society is an apolitical
nonprofit and takes no position on these matters. However, we would fail in our job as historians if
we were to record only moments of agreement and happiness. Therefore, a few items preserve
debates that were important to West Windsor during this era because they help tell the story of our
shared - and sometimes differing - values, concerns, and aspirations. Their inclusion simply reflects
our nonprofit’s aim to create an honest historical record.

This capsule won’t open for another fifty years. This may seem like a long time to us, but standing on
a farmstead nearly three centuries old, in a region first settled by Indigenous residents thousands of
years ago, we are reminded that we’re only one chapter in a much longer story.

To those who open this capsule in 2076: we hope these objects help you understand not only what
West Windsor looked like, but what it valued. We hope you see a community that cared about civic
engagement, appreciated its history, and believed the future was worth investing in.

Once again, thank you to everyone who helped make this project possible and to all of you for being
here. Now, with gratitude for the past, pride in the present, and hope for the future, let’s seal this
capsule and entrust it to the generations that follow.

Thank you very much,
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Paul Ligeti
President & Director
Historical Society of West Windsor

Other members of the Historical Society of West Windsor’s Board of Directors by July 5, 2026*

e KayReed (Co-Founder; Treasurer e Josh Mandell (Recording Secretary;
from 1983-2021) Chair of Fundraising & Finance
e Gay Huber (Vice President; Treasurer) Committee)
e Peter Ligeti (Chair of Schenck- * Regina Honore (Corresponding
Covenhoven Cemetery Committee) Secretary; Chair of Youth Engagement
Committee)

e Tom Burnet (Chair of Programs
Committee) e Lois Gerstein

*Clifford Reed - another Board member, a founding member of the Historical Society, and
President from 2005-2020, sadly passed away a few days prior at the age of 89. Additional
remarks are to be made during the burial ceremony in his honor. He was a kind, encouraging
member of the community, who lived in the area his entire life. He will be missed.
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